24
National

Aselection 6fBritish and Maltese army uniforms, accoutrements and optical instruments including some dating back to th

e Victorian era. Photos: Darrin Zammit Lupi

| Thursday, October 29, 2009

Three German Luger pistols used in World War I and I1 and a Finnish Lahti

Rifles, cannon, swords and
bayonets under the hammer

Cynthia Busuttil

A vast collection of firearms
and military uniforms will be
going under the hammer on Sun-
day
Over 130 weapons and 200 mil-
itary artefacts were collected over
some five decades by Philip
deDomenico, well-known among
collector:
Mr deDomenico, who passed
ast year, was mainly inter-

Stephen Petroni, director of spe-
lle

c d gun collectors shop Lock,
Stock and Barrel, sai

The coll

every model of rifle u:
Bri forces from Victorian
times until the 1960s. There
on of Ottoman Turkish
auser rifles, captured at Gal-
poli, apart from a World War IT
Spitfire 20-millimetre cannon,
swords and bayonets.

“He was very keen on firearms
used by the military,” Mr Petroni,
who has known Mr deDomenico
since 1985, said.

However, Mr deDomenico,
who served in the British army in

the 1960s, collected anything that

who had accompanied Charles
Darwin on h ges on the
HMS Beagle.

There is also the hat used by
Rear-Admiral Hugill, a
British engineer who had been
put in charge of organising the

rsenal and dockyard in Lis-

id his friend had

t up the Arms, Armour

ety in 1985, which

has since become the ciation
Arms Collectors & Tar-

gel
“He was active until the
end, attending the asso

by Obelisk Auctions, is

viewing tomorrow and on Satur-
day between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
and on Sunday between 9 and 10
a.m., justbefore the auction starts
at Lock, Stock and Barrel Gun-
shop, Santa Venera.

stol (right).

A selection of World War I and World War Il aircraft machine guns.




